Jan – Mar 2020

Issue 001

Christ’s Troops
Magazine

1|P a ge

A WORD FROM THE DIRECTOR
My first reaction when the
magazine’s name was
suggested to me was a definite
no! However, I put the name in
for discussion during the core
team meeting we had at the
end of November and it was
the one which was ultimately
chosen.
I reflected on the chosen name
and wish to share these
thoughts with you, especially
for those of you who, like me,
were initially taken aback by
the name.
1. One of the main aims of
a soldier is that of
protection. Images
of protecting the weak
and the helpless come to
mind. An altar server is a
person who helps Jesus,
who was identified with
the weak. We are all
called to help others, in
whom we see Jesus
himself.
2. Troops find themselves
marching in their
uniform. This reminds
me of processions in
which the altar servers
take an integral part.
Processions are a witness
to our faith.

3. Troops are identified
through their uniforms.
Altar servers have their
vestments which
distinguish them. The
white vestments, like the
alb the priest wears at
Mass, reminds us of the
baptism vestment we
were given in our
baptism which means
that in baptism we were
clothed in Christ (Gal. 3:
27).
4. Troops are assigned
roles. The Church assigns
various protocols for
altar servers; particular
roles include the crucifer,
the thurifer and the
acolyte. Each role is just
as important as the
other, playing an integral
part in the liturgy.
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5. Troops need training.
How important it is for
altar servers to be
formed spiritually as well
as attending rehearsals.
That way they realise
that their presence
makes the priest’s role
during the Mass run as
smoothly as possible.
They need to be
attentive and play their
part with reverence and
humility.

Altar servers are the face of
Christ to the congregation.
With such responsibility and
honour, who would ever say
that being an altar server is
boring?
The altar server must form
himself/herself into a future
person of Christ, a soldier in
God’s army. Our wish is to
have altar servers maturing in
God’s “liturgical army.”

Fr Paul Mizzi
Altar Servers Director

3|P a ge

Getting to know Paul Muscat
4. Is there any difference from the time you
joined to today
The chairs are gone, and the walls were
repainted, the people have gotten older and
some faces have changed. The spirit is still
there, but there’s a new family of children to
spread the word of God.

5. Is there any experience as an altar server
that you will never forget?
I’d say yes, but if there were any of these
experiences for me I’ve forgotten. I still
remember the fun I’ve had, even if the actual
event is a bit fuzzy.
1. Can you tell me something about yourself?
A big fan of the theatre, it’s a weekly
struggle to keep quiet on the altar, but I think I
manage.

6. What would you like to say to the other
altar servers?
Don’t let me catch you gossiping on the altar
again.

2. How long have you been an altar server and
what does it mean to you to be an altar
server?
I’ve been a server for 8 - 9 years I believe.
Originally it was just something I did without
much thought, but nowadays I keep going
because I’ve come to truly enjoy helping to
structure the mass and keep things running
smoothly.

7. Would you like to say anything to children
who want to join the altar servers?
You should come and try, even if you find
you don’t enjoy it. Trying new things is
important in life, and you never know what
your calling may be.

3. What convinced you to become an altar
server?
I started serving after I found out that one
of my close friends was also serving during
mass. They have since stopped serving, but I’m
still here.
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PROGRAMME JANUARY TO MARCH 2020

1st January – Day of obligation –
Masses as on Sundays.

Saturday 25th January – Liturgical Feast of St
Julian –
6:30pm Mass.

10th February – St Paul’s Shipwreck –
Mass as on Sundays except 12:15pm Mass
which will NOT be held.

26th February – Ash Wednesday – 6:30pm
Mass and adoration of the crucifix
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Meetings on Thursdays
9th January – Rehearsal at parish church at 4:45pm (to 5:15pm).
23rd January – Meeting in Room 3 at 6:30pm (to 7pm).
6th February – Rehearsal at parish church at 4:45pm (to 5:15pm).
20th February – Meeting in Room 3 at 6:30pm (to 7pm).
12th March – Rehearsal at parish church at 4:45pm (to 5:15pm).
26th March – Meeting in Room 3 at 6:30pm (to 7pm).
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Activities
Saturday 25th January – Carob Tree at Park Towers at 7:30pm (after Mass of liturgical feast of St
Julian).

Saturday 22nd February – Carnival party for children between 10:30am and 12:30pm. (Children to
wear carnival costumes).

Saturday 21st March – Lenten Retreat for children. Details to follow.
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Wishing all the best to:
Stefano Mifusd Bonnici – 19th January – 8 years
Erika Micallef – 4th March – 10 years
Rihanna Babiker – 4th March – 10 years
Christine Siegler – 17th March – 8 years
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From our Diary
Saturday 19th October
Parents and altar servers joined Fr Claude and Fr Paul for a dinner. It was a lovely experience of
agape where families had the opportunity to get to know each other while altar servers could bond
together.

Sunday 17th November
Unfortunately, picnic was cancelled due to rain.
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Saturday 23rd November
Cooking activity - The Altar servers, with the help of Elaine Galea of Ciliega Catering who is also Ella's
mother, baked some delicious cakes. This was an exercise in teambuilding as well as helping the
parish to fundraise money, which was used to pay for new vestments for the altar servers. All
servers, young and old, had a good time.

Sunday 24th November
Bake Sale. Altar servers together with the help of their mothers, managed to sell all the goodies they
had baked the previous day. A big thank you and well done to all involved.
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Thursday 19th December
Christmas party. We started with a Christmas bible quiz for altar servers. Then we joined the parents
in the conference hall for a Christmas party. The children enjoyed it though they did not eat
much! Parents enjoyed the food and the company.

Sunday 22nd December
Altar servers sang “Jesus loves me” after holy communion. Leana Papagiorcopolo, Emily’s mum,
kindly helped the altar servers to rehearse the hymn.
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Wednesday 25th December
Ella Galea, this year was chosen to give the traditional pridka before the midnight Mass together
with Matteo Mamo who will probably join us as an altar server. They both gave an excellent
interpretation.

Friday 27th December
Hike at Selmun. The altar servers together with Fr Paul and Rita Saliba, Julian and Jeremy’s mum,
went for a hike to Selmun. The chidren had the opportunity to spend some recreational time
together.
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The Rainbow & the Rainbow-Maker
There is something divine about a
rainbow. When you look up in the sky and
see a multi-coloured arc looking back at
you, the child inside is smitten with
wonder. A question arises – Is it all true?
Are all the stories I believed real? Do I
really live in a world of wonder, of beauty,
of adventure? A rainbow gives us hope
that life really isn’t just about death but
much, much more. It is a clue to the
meaning of the universe and where we
stand within it.

Noah’s Covenant
After the disastrous Flood, Noah worships
God with sacrificial offerings. In a repeat
of the Creation story earlier in Genesis,
God blesses Noah and commands him to
“be fruitful and multiply” (Gen 9:1).
Humanity gets a second chance. After
having fallen into error and rebellion, God
wipes the slate clean and offers us a new
opportunity. As part of that re-creation, he
establishes a new covenant with Noah and
promises that He will never again destroy
the world by flood. This new covenant is
unconditional. God has seen that “the
imagination of man’s heart is evil from his
youth” (Gen 8:21 RSV), and so has decided
to keep the race going in spite of itself. Our
first parents sinned, and their children,
and their children. God knew it would
happen, but he allows the history of sin to
unfold in order that he might bring us
redemption. We couldn’t handle the
freedom He granted us when He first
created man.

A Rainbow to Remember
As a sign of His new promise, His new
covenant with Noah and all his
descendants, which encompasses

humanity, the Lord grants Noah a
beautiful rainbow. The rainbow serves as a
reminder, a celestial Post-It note for God
to remember His promise not to send
another devastating Flood. The rainbow in
biblical symbolism is not just an optical
phenomenon, but part of God’s personal
armament.

Rainbows are Personal
What strikes me as especially significant in
the science of rainbows is that every
rainbow is personal. That is, no two
observers see the exact same rainbow
since the appearance of the bow depends
on the standpoint of the observer. In the
same way that no two people see the exact
same thing in a mirror, the reflected and
refracted light coming from the raindrops
arrives on an individual basis. If
conditions are right, it can even feel like a
rainbow is stalking you, following your
every move, since as you shift positions,
you see new rainbows from every new
point of observation. The rainbow reminds
us that we inhabit a reality far greater than
ourselves and yet that reality is disclosed
to each of us in a uniquely personal way
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