Magażin Abbatini San Ġiljan
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Il-kelma tad-direttur tal-abbatini
Xtaqna li jkollna magażin għal ġenituri tal-abbatini kif ukoll
għat-tfal li fih nistgħu niktbu xi esperjenzi li għamilna flimkien,
kif ukoll nagħtu ħarsa ‘l quddiem lejn it-tliet xħur li ġejjin fejn
jkollna l-programm ta’ attivitajiet ipjanati biex b’hekk kullħadd
ikun jaf bihom, biex jekk jista’ jkun nħallu l-ġranet liberi.
Dan is-sajf, kellna xi laqgħat magħkom il-ġenituri kif ukoll
twaqqaf kumitat biex jgħini fix-xogħol tiegħi. Kemm il-darba
kelli idejat x’nista’ nagħmel fil-grupp imma ħafna drabi ixxogħol ieħor li assenjat jeħodli l-ħin u għalhekk nispiċċa ma
nagħmilhomx. Hekk ikun hemm struttura meħtieġa biex dan
iseħħ.
Niringrazzja minn qalbi lil Anna Maria Mejlaq, Rita Saliba u
Claudia Micallef li aċċetaw li jidħlu għal dan l-impenn u lil
Gorg Saliba li ilu jagħti sehmu mal-abbatini tal-parroċċa kif
ukoll lil Luke Grixti li hu l-Prefett tal-Abbatini.
Issa jonqos li nagħtu isem lil dan il-magażin. Jekk
jogħoġobkom ibgħatuli xi suġġerimenti biex lil dan il-magażin
nagħtuh isem.
Min jixtieq jibgħatli xi artikli interessanti li bihom inkunu
nistgħu nagħtuh kulur u nagħmluh interessanti, jista’ jibgħatli
bil-qalb kollha. Jien nixtieq li dan il-magażin ikun tagħkom u
għalikom.
Minn qalbi nirringrazja lit-tfal għas-servizz impreżżabli li qed
jagħtu fil-parroċċa, kif ukoll lilkom ġenituri tal-impenn li ħadtu.
Fr Paul Mizzi
Direttur tal-abbatini
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Getting to know Luke Grixti

1. Can you tell me something about yourself?
I’m 18 years old and I’ve been living in Saint Julian’s my
entire life. This year I’ll be starting my University course
in ‘Software Development’. I’ve always liked stuff related
to computers and I.T, as well as sports (mainly football)
and cooking.
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2. How long have you been an altar server and what
does it mean to you to be an altar server?
I’ve been an altar server since 2008, so I’m in my 11th
year as altar server. Being an altar server means a lot to
me, it’s been a brilliant experience. Mainly it means a
place for me to grow as a person and feel involved in our
Parish.
3. What convinced you to become an altar server?
I became an altar server because of my sister actually.
She joined a year before I did, and from that point on I
always wanted to join as well.

4. Is there a difference from when you joined to
today?
Well, my view of it has certainly changed! Having gone
from being amongst the very youngest to now being the
oldest, it feels very different. The truth is, though, that
there isn’t a massive difference to what it was like 11
years ago. We still have an enthusiastic group of altar
servers who are ready to learn and help out, and most
importantly, we’re all friends and have a good time
together. So, no, there isn’t too much of a difference.
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5. Is there any experience as an altar server that
you’ll never forget?
An experience I’ll never forget is definitely the first time I
was in charge of the altar servers. It was the end of year
mass of 2016, and I remember making a lot of mistakes
throughout the entire mass. It was a mess from beginning
to end but going forward it really helped me to improve as
an altar server and as a leader, so I’m grateful for it to this
day.
6. What would you like to say to the other altar
servers?
What I would say to the other altar servers is; keep
building friendships between yourselves, and also keep
on welcoming new members with open arms as you
always have. Being an altar server is a great experience
and I hope you take as much as you can out of it.
7. Would you like to say anything to children who
want to join the altar servers?
Go for it! It’s a brilliant team to be a part of, and it’s a
learning experience for everyone whether you’re 7, 18 or
anywhere in-between. It helps to grow confidence,
responsibility and maturity. We have an inclusive group
and I’m sure anyone would fit in easily. Above all, it’s fun!
So, I hope to be seeing more of you in the near future.
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We welcome the following children who will join
the group of Altar Servers
Andrew Sultana
Marie Christine Siegler
Stefano Mifsud Bonnici
We thank you dear parents for offering your
children for this service and we ask God’s
blessings in your families.
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BIRTHDAYS
Wishing all the best to:
Julian Saliba

7th October

–

9 years

Paul Muscat

19th October

–

18 years

Matthew Mejlaq

1st November –

Ella Galea

9 years

2nd November – 11 years

Cedella Schembri 26th November – 11 years
Rivah Micallef
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7th December

–

9 years

PROGRAMME OCTOBER TO DECEMBER 2019
Religious Activities
Friday 4th October - Feast of Our Lady of Rosary
Procession at 6:30pm followed by Mass at the parish church.
Please be in sacristy at 6:15pm.
Saturday 26th October 2019 - Confirmation
Mass starts at 5:30pm. Altar severs to be at sacristy 5:15pm

Friday 15th November 2019 - Parish Assembly
at the Conference Centre at 7:15pm. (Parents' attendance is
encouraged).
Sunday 17th November - Mass for the deceased family
members of altar servers at 12:15pm
Tuesday 24th December - Christmas Midnight Mass
Alar servers to be in sacristy on at 11:30pm
Tuesday 31st December – Mass of thanksgiving at 6:30pm.
Altar servers to be in sacristy by 6:15pm
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Meetings on Thursdays
10th October – Rehearsal at parish church at 4:45pm (to
5:15pm)
24th October – Meeting in Room 3 at 6:30pm (to 7pm)
7th November – Rehearsal at parish church at 4:45pm (to
5:15pm)
21st November – Meeting in Room 3 at 6:30pm (to 7pm)
5th December – Rehearsal at parish church at 4:45pm (to
5:15pm)
19th December – Meeting in Room 3 at 6:30pm (to 7pm)
followed by a small party (parents to join after 7pm)
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Activities
Saturday 19th October – Carob Tree at Park Towers near
parish church at 830am
Sunday 17th November – Picnic for the family (weather
permitting – details to be given)
Cooking activity (altar servers) – will revert with date and
details.
Friday 27th December – Hike for altar servers (weather
permitting)

Altar servers before watching the film "The Lion King”
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Food for Thought
Paul Larkin, the brother of a priest friend of mine, Fr Barry, is
captain of a ship owned by the MPI Offshore group. Recently,
Fr Barry sent this photo from outside Paul’s office window on
board his ship miles out from the coast of Scotland.

This photo,
of a
beautiful
sunrise over
the water,
the brilliant
red and
orange sky
reflects off
the sea, is
pretty
amazing. Just take a moment to appreciate it……………
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God has adorned the road of our pilgrimage through this world
with many sources of comfort, with a wide variety of beautiful
creations, mountains, rivers, forests, cities …… with many gifts
to be tasted and enjoyed.

Someone once wrote” it would be a mistake to settle for the gift,
and fail to journey on to the Giver”. Sometimes we can be
caught up in the comfort along the roadside, that we lose track
of the final destination.

In recent years we have heard of many people having a “bucket
list” of places to visit or things they want to do during their life.
The mistake many people make is that they rush to the next
place on the list without truly appreciating the place they are
in just now.

The mistake of the sinner is to settle for the gift and to neglect
or ignore the Giver; the secret of the Saint is to receive the gift
and know how to use the gift as a way back to the Giver.

How many people today can see a photo like that and be
thankful for its beauty and warmth or stare into the beauty of a
flower as it blossoms and admire the colour and scent; but fail
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to recognise in any way the One who made such beauty
possible?

How is it possible not to recognise God, the Giver of all gifts, at
work in creation?

How do we recognise the Giver? How do we recognise God in
all that He has given us? We pause, we appreciate and we
give thanks and praise to God the Creator.

We have been placed as steward’s over all that God has
created. It’s a great responsibility! We have accepted the gift
and we have used the gift that has been gifted to us. What
shape will the gift of creation, entrusted to us by God himself,
be in for future generations? How responsible are we, have
we been, can we be?

Sometimes we neglect, or take for granted, or ignore, the
damage we are doing to the wonderful gift of God’s creation.
So much so, that many people today can’t even find God in
Creation at all.
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I wonder if we stopped taking things for granted, if we paused a
little more often, recognise the wonder of the gifts given to us,
and move on to thank the Giver of the gift, could we like the
Saint, use the gift to lead us to a deeper awareness of God in
our lives!

Can we pause and find God in the flower, in the wind, in the
warmth of the sun, in the beauty of a photo? I hope we all can!
Let’s never forget to thank and praise Him for all He has given
to us.

Like good stewards, let us use the gift wisely.

Fr. Paul Mizzi
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