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A word from the director 
 
For the second consecutive Holy 
Week, we, priests, will celebrate 
this important week without a 
congregation and you can 
participate in the functions from 
the comfort of your home. Thank 
God for technology!  
 
Maybe God wants to tell us 
something here! Maybe we used 
to take these festivities, which are 
crucial to our faith, for granted? 
Maybe we used to keep the 
traditions, but our heart was far 
away from the Lord? 
 
In normal circumstances on Easter 
Sunday, many, all around the 
world, celebrate Easter by 
attending Holy Mass. On this day, 
people who otherwise seldom 
attend church make an 
appearance. Perhaps they feel 
morally obliged to attend church 
when Easter rolls around. This 
sense of moral obligation applies 
to many, like us, who attend 
church on a regular basis every 
Sunday as if it were their religious 
duty. Then, Monday through 
Saturday, rather than respecting 
others, being humble and acting in 
a moral way, you will observe 
some of them gossiping, putting 
themselves on a pedestal and 
acting immorally in other ways.  
 
 
 

 
 

Going to church is not about living 
our lives any way we deem 
acceptable Monday through  
Saturday, then seeking 
redemption at church every 
Sunday for our wrongful behaviour 
and for the sins we committed the 
other six days of the week.  
 

Church is about listening to and 
absorbing the morals and 
principles preached, as set forth by 
God’s word in the Bible, then 
striving to incorporate those 
morals and principles into our lives 
on a daily basis. 
 

While it is impossible for us to live 
sinless lives, we should perpetually 
strive to sin less. We are all “works 
in progress” and have issues and 
other flaws we must work on.  
 

One way we could live in a 
righteous manner would be to 
continually make a conscientious 
effort to behave in the same  
respectable manner that we do 
while participating at Mass.  
 
 
 

https://www.google.com.mt/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.holyredeemerchurch.org%2Fmass-at-home.html&psig=AOvVaw0u3v2cY2eQHHE4oWcAU2ya&ust=1616226567723000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCMDCgK7vu-8CFQAAAAAdAAAAABAS
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Another good idea would be to 
incorporate the nine fruits of the 
Holy Spirit – love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness and self-
control, as mentioned in Galatians 
5:22-23 – into our lives on a daily 
basis.  
 
During this Holy Week and Easter 
time, although away from the 
church building, let us all reflect on 
the meaning and purpose of our 
lives, and be reminded of the 
righteous, compassionate and 
moral manner in which Jesus lived 
during his brief time on Earth – not 
exclusively on Sundays, but every 
day of the week.  Let our homes be  
domestic churches in which we do 
not only celebrate the sacred 
mysteries thanks to technology 
but also live LOVE within our 
families as best we can. 
 

 
 

While it is a challenge to behave in 
this manner on a daily basis, let us 
be reminded that Christ has risen 
and triumphed over sin and death. 
Therefore, with Him and through 
His Spirit which we received in our 
baptism, everything is possible. 
 

With these words of 
encouragement, I wish you all a 
happy Easter and hope to be able 
to meet face to face again soon.

 
With blessings 
Fr Paul Mizzi 
 

 

https://www.google.com.mt/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fforgetmenotchristiancards.co.uk%2Fviewitem.php%3Fid%3D347&psig=AOvVaw0f_trAgB0nFjTRtrrixCVg&ust=1616226888915000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCODriMPwu-8CFQAAAAAdAAAAABAt
https://www.google.com.mt/url?sa=i&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwv4g.org%2F2015%2F04%2F05%2Fchrist-the-lord-is-risen-today%2F&psig=AOvVaw1n23DLeCp1XM96PGnXzGK_&ust=1616227309722000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCICV-4jyu-8CFQAAAAAdAAAAABAU
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Getting to Know Emily Papagiorcopulo 

 

1. Can you tell me something about 

yourself? 

I like talking to God personally and 

reading. 

 

2. How long have you been an altar 

server and what does it mean to you to 

be an altar server? 

3 years; and it means a lot to me. 

 

3. What convinced you to become an 

altar server? 

Seeing all the other altar servers serve 

at Mass. 

 

 

4. Is there any experience as an altar 

server that you will never forget? 

When we went to the cinema together. 

 

5. What would you like to say to the 

other altar servers? 

Thank you for helping me feel part of 

the team. 

6. Would you like to say anything to 

children who want to join the altar 

servers? 

If you join the altar servers’ group, you 

will feel closer to God. 
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Wishing all the best to: 

 

Luke Grixti             13th April              20 years 

Andrew Sultana     15th April                9 years 

Siena Micallef        16th April                8 years 

Benji Mamo            27th May               9 years 

Jeremy Saliba        29th May               9 years 

 

https://www.google.com.mt/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.legalteamusa.net%2Fis-happy-birthday-to-you-copyrighted%2F&psig=AOvVaw0ic0VIAmcxeJmqXgHFy8dK&ust=1616224420681000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCMi0uavnu-8CFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
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FROM OUR DIARY 

 

On Saturday 13th March we attended 

our first retreat, quite different from a 

typical retreat, but still a very good one! 

A retreat is different from a live-in 

because a retreat is a time spent with 

Jesus in prayer in order to be with Him 

and to listen to His Word. A live-in is 

about being together, a retreat is about 

being with Jesus. 

This is exactly what we did on our 

retreat. In order to look after each 

other and to keep safe, we remained at 

home and followed the retreat on 

Zoom. We started with a moment of 

Bible prayer, where we read one of 

Jesus’ parables and reflected upon it, 

and then spent some time in prayer. 

Afterwards we spent some time getting 

to know the Bible - the Word of God. 

Then we watched an interesting video 

about Jesus’ parables and refreshed 

our memory by doing a quiz.  

Jesus’ parables teach us how much God 

loves us. Inspired by this great love, we 

learn to love and to show respect to 

each other and to all our fellow 

humans.  

 

Fr Joshua Cortis - Deacon 
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Holy Week Programme 2021 

 

In view of the current restrictions, we will not assemble in the parish church 

for the Holy Week functions. However, just like last year, we will be offering 

you the possibility of joining us from the comfort of your homes to follow the 

functions which are crucial to our faith through live streaming. The links will 

be available on the Facebook page of the parish. 

 

 

Thursday 1st April – Maundy Thursday 

7:00pm – Solemn celebration marking 

the Last Supper of Christ in which He 

instituted the Eucharist and Holy Orders. 

 

 

 

Friday 2nd April – Good Friday 

 

 

3pm - Celebration marking the Passion 

and death of Christ in which we listen to 

the Passion narrative according to John 

and follow the adoration of the cross. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.google.com.mt/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.canstockphoto.com%2Fjesus-christ-carrying-the-cross-66022212.html&psig=AOvVaw2Bou2YNVfIJipGkwLGGBZD&ust=1616742709461000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCOjMtZDyyu8CFQAAAAAdAAAAABAK
https://www.google.com.mt/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pinterest.com%2Fgrobeckerm%2Fjesus-last-supper%2F&psig=AOvVaw21wl44Qp8veUuGEl-ZAK3L&ust=1616742337296000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCLCrh97wyu8CFQAAAAAdAAAAABAY
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Saturday 3rd April – Easter Vigil 

The Church remains silent in the morning reflecting on Christ in the tomb. 

8:00pm – Celebration of the Solemn 

Easter Vigil celebrating the Lord’s 

resurrection. This includes the Exultet, a 

celebration of the Word of God and 

blessing of water. 

 

 

Sunday 4th April – Easter Sunday - Christ has risen! Hallelujah 

 

 

 

9am – Easter Mass. 

 

 

 

First Holy Communion – Saturday 5th June  

This is planned to take place on Saturday 5th June at 10:30am. Unless there are 

restrictions in force, those altar servers who wish to serve are kindly asked to contact me. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.google.com.mt/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.catholicfaithstore.com%2Fdaily-bread%2Ftrue-meaning-of-easter-sunday-catholics%2F&psig=AOvVaw1tVNlpAnmexpDfhmSnTqFJ&ust=1616742833275000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCLCHltfyyu8CFQAAAAAdAAAAABAi
https://www.google.com.mt/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.slideshare.net%2Fjeffmcneal92%2Fcrying-out-hallelujah-60564938&psig=AOvVaw1NBLgLkW4ZqrSeSFx1R4Fj&ust=1616743187288000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCKij7fXzyu8CFQAAAAAdAAAAABAO
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APRIL – JUNE 2021  

MEETINGS AND REHEARSALS PROGRAMME 

 

We are planning to have an online lesson and a rehearsal every fortnight respectively 

beginning from mid-April. However, if restrictions are not lifted, then the rehearsals will be 

replaced with an online meeting, but the time will be at 6pm and not 4:15pm 

 

Here are the dates: 

 

15th April – Online lesson at 6pm 

29th April – Rehearsal at Parish Church at 4:15pm * 

13th May – Online lesson at 6pm 

27th May – Rehearsal at Parish Church at 4:15pm * 

10th June – Online lesson at 6pm 

24th June – Rehearsal at Parish Church at 4:15pm * 

 

*   to be replaced by online meeting at 6pm if restrictions are not removed. 

 

 

https://www.google.com.mt/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.express.co.uk%2Fnews%2Fuk%2F1396014%2FSchoolchildren-online-lessons-warning-latest-doncaster&psig=AOvVaw0UemtR31z3fdvm0b58EblA&ust=1616759595857000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCNCjxIixy-8CFQAAAAAdAAAAABBW
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Altar Server Formation - Items used in church 

 

As from this issue we are including a corner in which we identify items used in 

church for liturgical services. Although we had a lesson about this, we feel it is 

imperative that altar servers know the names (either in Maltese or in English) 

of the items used.

Sanctuary/Presbiterju 

• A sacred part of the church. 

• The Ambo, Altar and Presidential   

              chair are all found here. 

 

 

 

 

 

Altar/Altar 

• The table where the Eucharist is  

             celebrated. 

• Is a symbol of (and represent)  

           Jesus Christ. 

 

https://www.google.com.mt/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.stjuliansparish.org%2F2018%2F01%2Fparish-notices-st-julians-parish-20th-21st-january-2018%2F&psig=AOvVaw3evjp48OYrZq2gqsktWUDu&ust=1616312268817000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCPCMmceuvu8CFQAAAAAdAAAAABAI


April – June 2021  Issue 006 

11 | P a g e  
 

 

                     

    Sacramentary/Sagramentarju 

• Sometimes called the Missal or Altar  

       Missal. 

• Has all the prayers used by the priest 

       during mass. 

• Is used at the altar and the presidential  

       chair. 

 

 

 

 

 

 Paten/Patena 

• Plate or bowl that contains the Host,  

     the consecrated Body of Christ. 

 

 

 

      Chalice/Kalċi 

• Cup that contains the Blood of Christ. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.google.com.mt/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fen.wikipedia.org%2Fwiki%2FDivine_Worship%3A_The_Missal&psig=AOvVaw3NAWBXNV9Ja2pC-JS51OdM&ust=1616315884117000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCPD545S8vu8CFQAAAAAdAAAAABAp
https://www.google.com.mt/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.holyart.com%2Fliturgical-accessories%2Fchalices-patens-ciboria%2Fmetal-chalices-patens-ciboria%2Fpaten-in-golden-brass-23-5-cm&psig=AOvVaw2TywemjYEJwLO-JcbomJtz&ust=1616316476426000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCJDipLe-vu8CFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
https://www.google.com.mt/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.josephsinspirational.ca%2Fproducts%2Fchalice-a-186g&psig=AOvVaw08l3rtoLeDuUZEQhP-Q1E5&ust=1616316836462000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCMCqh9C_vu8CFQAAAAAdAAAAABAU
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Host/Ostja 

• The consecrated Body of Christ. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Purificator/Purifikatur 

• Also called a purifier. 

• A cloth used to wipe the chalice every  

            time someone drinks from it. 

 

 

      

 

Ciborium/Ċiborju 

• A container that holds the Body of Christ. 

• Usually used when keeping Hosts in the  

             Tabernacle. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.google.com.mt/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.shutterstock.com%2Fsearch%2Fcommunion%2Bwafer&psig=AOvVaw2aLb6ZfxKcuo_q9XabaXsx&ust=1616330501862000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCLjAmcPyvu8CFQAAAAAdAAAAABAn
https://www.google.com.mt/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.holyart.es%2Faccesorios-liturgia%2Fornamentos-liturgicos%2Fconjuntos-de-altar%2Fpurificador-mixto-lino&psig=AOvVaw12fgi5ya4YhWlxtgc3frDe&ust=1616331115685000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCMidkej0vu8CFQAAAAAdAAAAABBi
https://www.google.com.mt/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sacristanbrass.com%2Fproducts%2Fset-ornate-ciborium-chalice-paten&psig=AOvVaw0rHm6kKbMvEEtJgj-omgEO&ust=1616331723471000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCKDk54n3vu8CFQAAAAAdAAAAABAJ
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Can a Christian Doubt God and Still Have Faith? 

Doubt almost seems like a bad word in 

Christian circles. All too often it is equated 

with falling away — with losing your faith. 

We fight against doubt and we encourage 

those who question to just have faith. 

But is doubt always a bad thing? Could 

questioning our faith — when properly 

addressed — be a useful thing for us to 

experience? 
 

What Is Doubt? 

As a noun, doubt is defined as “a feeling of 

uncertainty or lack of conviction.” The verb 

form is similar, meaning to “feel uncertain 

about.” We might question our ability to 

run a marathon. There might be questions 

concerning our parenting skills. And we 

may well be uncertain about the future of 

our country, job, or relationships. 

 

Doubts are a normal part of our lives and 

we live with them most of the time. 

Sometimes they might be debilitating. 

Uncertainty about our physical security 

while walking through a city might prevent 

us from experiencing what the city has to 

offer. 

 

On the other hand, doubt could well drive 

us to new heights. My concern about being 

able to pass a test may make me study 

harder. My doubt about my parenting skills 

could, and should, lead me to focus on 

being a better parent, learning as much as 

I can about it. 

Doubt is a part of our day-to-day life. It is 

neither good nor bad. It is our response to 

that uncertainty that will determine 

whether it was good for us or not. But what 

about doubt concerning our faith and 

relationship with God? 

https://www.google.com.mt/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Ftherunningtherapist.wordpress.com%2F2012%2F10%2F30%2Fnerves-doubts-and-anxiety%2F&psig=AOvVaw1PiJ7ZylsnYgywPRQ0Bek3&ust=1616332586410000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCKDA-Kj6vu8CFQAAAAAdAAAAABAJ
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Doubt as a Believer 

 

Doubt will likely come to all believers at 

some point in their journey of faith. And 

possibly more than once or twice. Things 

happen that cause us to question what we 

believe or have been taught. Or we might 

be challenged by another person 

concerning our faith and our lack of an 

answer might lead to questioning our faith. 

 

Doubt is natural. But what do you do when 

questions creep into your faith? All too 

often we think of this as a bad thing for a 

Christian. We think of doubt as the enemy 

of faith and try to suppress or hide any 

certainty that we might have. When we 

share our doubt with another believer, 

they may well encourage us to just have 

faith. But are the questions we have as a 

believer really our enemy? 

Indeed, doubt can be destructive if we do 

not deal with it. Hiding or suppressing 

doubt can leave it to fester and eventually 

explode into unbelief. But doubt can also 

be a very productive experience if 

addressed properly. Doubt can help me to 

grow in my faith and in my understanding 

of that faith. 
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Responding to Doubt 

 

Doubt is natural. It comes to all of us 

periodically. Rather than run from it, use it 

to your advantage. Bring your doubts to 

God. Seek answers to your doubts. When 

you do that, doubts will lead to growth. 

When you find yourself questioning some 

aspect of your faith or the things you 

believe, invest time and effort in studying 

what you are being challenged by. Seek to 

better understand it. 

 

It may be that your study will confirm what 

you have believed and can remove the 

doubt. Or it may be that your study will 

show you that your belief is incorrect or too 

shallow. And in that case, you have the 

opportunity to grow. 

 

I have found that much of my growth as a 

believer has come in response to doubt. 

Doubt drives me to study and seek 

resolution. Doubt also takes me to my 

knees in prayer, seeking assurance of God’s 

presence. 

Use doubt in your own life to move you 

closer to God. Do not hide or deny it. Doing 

so will only cause distress and increase the 

potential of walking away from your faith. 

 


