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Jesus said to her,

"T am the resurrection and the life.
He who believes in me will live,
even though he dies;




A word from the director

OUR DEAR FAMILY

Family is today scattered in various
directions, and it is near to impossible
to find a day in a calendar month to be
together at home appreciating each
other’s presence. This is a serious
problem as most family problems stem
from the fact that the members of the
family are decreasing their personal
communication; it is as if each member
is living in his/her own world oblivious
of the other members of the same
family. Sometimes we find it easy to use
social media to communicate within
the family rather than speaking face to
face. At other times, we find it easier to
speak to someone outside the family
than to members of our family!

Family life is not a bed of roses;
sometimes one must give more than he

or she receives so that the family is built
on rock and not on sand (Mt. 7: 24-27).

Sacrifice is a must! Parents often work

for the family but then do not spend
guality time with each other and with
their offspring.

Once | had a watch with the following
inscription: “Time is money”. This
served as a constant reminder of how |
husband/wife; time for my children,
time for myself. Here | am not referring
to work (career and other money-
making business), or housework, but
direct attention to the family: listening
to them attentively, playing with
children, intimacy between the couple
etc. It is good to ask ourselves: when
was the last time that | spent time with
my husband/wife without the children,
for an evening out for example? When
was the last time | had an open
discussion with my children?



Sometimes, we need to say “No” to
things which are important to wus
personally but not so much to the
family. At the same time, we also need
to take care of ourselves, and, at
appropriate times, we need to invest
time in ourselves without jeopardizing
the family’s needs. For example, it is
not a luxury to spend time exercising, as
we cannot give what we do not have.
The key question one may ask is: am |
doing this for myself or for my family?

Life is a balance and often, it is not easy
to reach this balance but, with a little
goodwill on the part of all the family

Fr Paul

members, this may be reached, and the

fruit received would be worth the
effort.

Finally make time for family prayer. The
family which prays together, stays
together. What we cannot do on our
own, God, who is always with us, will
supply us with by His grace so as to
enable us to continue this journey of
life.

The greatest tragedy in life is not death,
but when we realise that we have never
lived.

| wish you all a blessed Easter; after all
this is what Easter is all about: hope in
Jesus who is alive and with us.



Getting to Know Rihanna Babiker

1. Tista' tghidli xi haga dwarek?

Jisimni Rihanna u ghandi 12 il sena.
Inhobb nizfen u inhobb hafna
nservi fil-knisja.

2. Kemm ilek abbati u xi tfisser
ghalik li tkun abbati?

lIni 4 snin u ghalija tfisser li geghda
nersaq aktar grib ta’ Alla.

3. X'hajrek tidhol abbati?

Meta kont inkun il-quddies ma’
ommi dejjem kont nixtieq insib
mod kiff nista’ nservi ‘I Alla.

4. Hemm xi esperjenza f' dawn is-
snin li semmejt li ma tinsix?

L-ewwel darba |i ghent f'funeral
ghax kienet esperjenza

emozzjonali hafna.

5. X'tixtieq tghid lil abbatini I-
ohra?

Biex dejjem inzommu f" mohhna li
ged inservu ‘I Alla u mhix xi haga
ta’ loghob.

6. X'tixtieq tghid Il dawk i
jixtiequ jsiru abbatini?

Nixtieq nghidilhom |i hemm
ghaqgda kbira bejnitna u kollha
hbieb ta’ xulxin. Il-kappilan u s-
sacerdoti dejjem jghinuna meta
jkollna xi problema. Jekk tkun
abbati tkun ged taghmel xi haga

ghal-gid.
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Wishing all the best to:

Luke Grixti 13th April 21 years
Andrew Sultana 15th April 10 years
Siena Micallef 16th April 9 years
Benji Mamo 27th May 10 years

Jeremy Saliba 29th May 10 years
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April - June 2022 PROGRAMME

Holy Week

After an absence of two years, we will be glad to assemble as a community in the
parish church to celebrate the Holy Week functions. ALL altar servers should take
part, even if they do not have any service. We shall reserve a place for all altar servers
who have confirmed their attendance.

Friday 8" April — Our Lady of Sorrows

6:30pm- We pray by following the seven sorrows
of Mary, followed by Mass. Altar servers should be
ready vested in the sacristy by 6:20pm.

4/ sunday 10" April — Palm Sunday

f/ /

9:30am — Family Mass. We start around 9:15am at
the church parvis by blessing the olive branches,
followed by Mass. Altar servers should be ready
vested in the sacristy by 9:05am.

Thursday 14" April = Maundy Thursday MAUNDY THURSDAY

) ) Last Supper of Jesus Christ with His disciples
7pm — Solemn celebration marking the Last Supper of =

Christ in which He instituted the Eucharist and Holy
Orders. Altar servers should be ready vested in the
sacristy by 6:45pm.




Friday 15" April — Good Friday

3pm - Celebration marking the Passion and death of
Christ in which we listen to the Passion narrative
according to John, we adore the cross and receive Holy
Eucharist. Altar servers should be ready vested in the
sacristy by 2:45pm.

Saturday 16 April — Easter Vigil

The Church remains silent in the morning 3
reflecting on Christ in the tomb. HOLY SATURDAY: =

8pm — Celebration of the Solemn Easter Vigil
celebrating the Lord’s resurrection. This includes the
Exultet, a celebration of the Word of God and
blessing of water. Altar servers should be ready

vested in the sacristy by 7:40pm.

ALLELUIA, ALLELUIAALLELUTAISSSS

Sunday 17" April — Easter Sunday
Christ has risen! Hallelujah

Masses as per Sunday schedule.




OTHER ACTIVITIES
We are organising a hike on Thursday 215 April 2022. B

We start with a Mass at the Archbishop’s Seminary at
9:30am and we return to the seminary at 1pm.

Transport arrangements will be as follows:

Either drop off and collect your children at the
seminary (as above)

or else they can come with our (Fr Joshua, Rita
Saliba and Fr Paul) personal transport leaving the
parish car park at 9am and returning at around
1:30pm.

Easter Retreat for Altar Servers

| Saturday 7" May 2022. We start at the parish church by
participating in the 9am Mass with the community. Altar
servers are not required to bring vestments.

The retreat then continues at the parish centre. We should
finish by 11:30am.

First Holy Communion — Saturday 18™ June at
10:30am

Those altar servers who wish to serve are kindly asked to
contact Fr Paul by 315t May.

The Solemnity of the Body and Blood of Christ — Sunday
19" June

Mass at 7pm followed by a procession. ALL altar servers are
requested to take part. Please confirm attendance by 315t
May.




REHEARSALS FOR HOLY WEEK ACTIVITIES

DATES FOR MEETINGS / REHEARSALS

The meeting will take place at the parish church on TUESDAY 5" April at 4:30pm and we
should finish by 6pm. It is imperative that all those who are serving attend this rehearsal.

Here are the dates for meetings and general rehearsals:

MEETING IN ROOM 3 REHEARSALS AT THE PARISH
CHURCH
MONTH
TIME: 6:30pm to 7pm TIME: 4:30pm to 5:15pm
April Thursday 28" /
May Thursday 19" Thursday 5™
March / Thursday 9t




Altar Server Formation — Vestments used in church

Alb/ Alba

Long white linen tunic.

Comes from Latin word
“albus” meaning white.
Can be worn by anyone
who is baptised.

Stole/Stola

A coloured vestment
worn around the neck.
It shows that the priest
is celebrating one of the
sacraments.

It also shows that he
has the duty to preach
the Word of God.




Chasuble/Pjaneta

e A coloured vestment that
looks like a pancho.

e |sworn over the top of the
other vestments.

e It shows that the priest is
celebrating Mass.

i
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Cincture/Cinglu

e Arope belt.



